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Rev. Richard Sneath 
 

       A preacher who apparently had a major impact on the Soudersburg 
congregation was Rev. Richard Sneath (1751-1824). Born in Ireland, 
Sneath came to America in 1774, and in 1782 he was converted to Christ 
and joined the Methodists. In 1796, he became an itinerant preacher, at 
the age of 44. A portion of Sneath’s diary survives, which portrays his 
wife Sarah as unsupportive; on June 18, 1798 he says, “Set out for home 
but with forebodings of sorrow, in which I was not deceived; when I got 
there my wife, hearing before my coming that I intended traveling again, 
was in a fury.” Sneath had a large family and a home in Lancaster (he had 
been a member of Boehm’s Chapel), so that even when his circuits were 
out of state, he often came back to his home and preached in the area, 
including at Soudersburg. In 1800, he was appointed to the Strasburg 
and Chester Circuit, which included Soudersburg before its building 
was erected. In June 1800 he wrote: 

 

Sun[day, June] 8:  [I] preached at Strasburg and Soudersburg, but few 
people attended, some of them very happy, but a great need there is of  
a fresh revival of religion in this place. This week I spent in repairing 
and putting in order several things that was [sic] wrong, but oh, how 
dull my soul moves toward things that are divine. 
Sun[day, June] 15: [I] met the class at Soudersburg and had a solemn 
time, but not so much life as ought to be.  In the afternoon held a 
prayer meeting at Buckwalter’s and the Lord was powerfully present. 
Some shouted for joy. Glory to God, my hopes revive that the Lord 
will revive [the] work in this place.   

 

        In 1802 Sneath was serving on the Milford (Delaware) Circuit, when 
he was invited back to Soudersburg to preach at the dedicatory service 
for the new building (unfortunately the surviving portion of his diary 
ends in February 1801). Sneath returned to the area as preacher in charge 
of the Lancaster Circuit, 1813-1814; he also served as Presiding Elder of 
the Chesapeake District, 1809-1810. He later made his home in New 
Jersey, where he is buried. “For twenty-eight years his efforts to bring 
sinners to Christ were unremitting, and he ceased not until he was 
literally worn down in this glorious work.”16  

                                                 
16Minutes of the Annual Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church for the Years 1773-

1828 (New York: Mason and Lane, 1840), 475. Sneath’s diary is in the possession of the 
Gloucester County (New Jersey) Historical Society in Woodbury; it is also transcribed 
in Hazel Simpson, The History of Bethel ME Church of Gloucester County, New Jersey (Hurfville: 
1945), 37-107. Sneath is buried in Bethel’s cemetery with his second wife.  




